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Variants in California



COVID-19 cases in AIAN



• Multiple Tribal communities in California continue to experience COVID-
19 outbreaks

• COVID-19 deaths in Tribal communities
• Limited resources in rural communities and schools
• Higher COVID-19 incidence rates in AIAN school age children (5-18 year 

of age) from rural counties when compared to urban counties

Outbreaks in Tribal communities



Case rates for AIAN 5-18 years of age 
(school-age)

Preliminary analysis, source of data: 
CDC
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Vaccine updates

• The FDA’s advisory committee voted in favor of Moderna’s booster 
doses for the elderly and those at high risk for developing severe 
COVID-19.

• Not official yet but the agency usually follows what the panel recommends

• The FDA panel endorsed  second shot of the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine two months after the first dose

• The FDA panel will be voting next week on Pfizer’s vaccine for children 
ages 5 to 11





Fully vaccinated by race/ethnicity in California

Source: CDPH, accessed 9/18/2021

AIAN = 54.3%



• The CDC Foundation has hired the following position to serve California Tribal 
communities.  This is a 100% remote and will work directly with California Tribes and 
Tribal/Urban Indian Health Programs.   

• Tribal Nation Emergency Preparedness Planner
• Erika Porter

• Tribal Nation Epidemiologist (2)
• Krista Morris, kmorris@cdcfoundation.org 
• John Egbo

• Tribal Nation Health Educator
• Jaylin Bell 

• Tribal Nation Public Health Disease Investigator (2)
• Sasha Hoskie 
• Mwihaki Gaciri

CDC Foundation COVID-19 Corps Staff



Examples of work products
• Situational reports
• Data dashboards
• Preparedness plans
• Case investigations and contact 

tracing in coordination with 
counties

• Maps
• Educational materials



How to reach us for questions:

Clinical-related assistance:
Thomas Kim, MD, MPH
Medical Director/Epidemiologist
tkim@crihb.org

Community or grant-related assistance:
Kathleen Jack, MPH
Deputy Director, Research and Public 
Health
kjack@crihb.org

Epidemiologic or data-related assistance:
Aurimar Ayala, MPH
Epidemiology Manager
aayala@crihb.org

Submit CTEC TA online request: 
https://crihb.org/technical-assistance-request-form/  

mailto:tkim@crihb.org
mailto:kjack@crihb.org
mailto:aayala@crihb.org


 

    CRIHB COVID-19 Update Meeting Notes 

CRIHB STAFF 
  ATTENDEES: 
   Aurimar Ayala 
   Dr. Thomas Kim 
   Kathleen Jack 

DATE: Tuesday, October 19th, 2021 (3:30 PM-4:30 PM, PST) 
HOST: CRIHB 
MEETING RECORDING: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/UeN7zBXMPSAalWZQoLj_Qe1hPLJoqzcCWgIYQ3Xvi4FR22L_rf7GEU
9XcAvYe-C1.MThcqXi8xAGTXOHQ 
Passcode: ?gNoA%15 
 
  Topics discussed: 

• Current COVID-19 case trends in California 
• COVID-19 Variants in California 
• COVID-19 cases in American Indian/Alaska Native (AIAN) communities 
• Tule River Tribe Public Health Authority "Event Assessment Form." 

 
Case trends in California: 

• We are currently at Wave 3 of confirmed COVID-19 cases in California  
• The highest number of cases in a given day has been 33,407, and as of yesterday 

(10/18/21), we had 16,764 cases 
• As of yesterday, there were 266 COVID-19 related fatalities   
• Although still high in numbers, daily new cases, infections rates, and positive test rates 

have declined in October since September 
COVID-19 Variants:  

• As of 10/13/21, the Delta variant continues to be the most prevalent variant identified in 
COVID-19 cases in California 

• The delta variant is linked to an increase in transmission and is associated with the 3rd 
wave of confirmed COVID-19 cases 

COVID-19 Trends in AIAN: 
• Compared with 13,859 cases in September, there are 15,015 cases in October 
• There is an increase in cases among AIAN communities 
• Outbreaks and COVID-19 related deaths persist in tribal communities 
• Rural AIAN children experience more COVID-19 cases than Urban AIAN children 
• Currently 54.3% fully vaccinated AIAN individuals overall in CA 

Vaccine Updates: 
• The FDA's advisory committee voted in favor of Moderna booster for special populations. 

However, it is still not yet official 
• The FDA will vote next week regarding Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5-11 
• ~24.4 million fully vaccinated individuals in California (~65% of CA total population) 

CDC Foundation Recourses: 
• Positions serving California Tribal communities offering various services- 

o Tribal Nation Emergency Preparedness Planner, Epidemiologists (2), Tribal Nation 
Health Educator, Tribal Nation Public Health Disease Educator (2) 

Tule River Event Assessment Process: 
• An event assessment form was created to assess the risk of an event and ultimately 

determine the event's approval.  
• A public health authority assesses the risks, and the Tule River Indian Tribal Government 

decides whether to approve the event 
• Creates a safe and effective process for planning an event 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/UeN7zBXMPSAalWZQoLj_Qe1hPLJoqzcCWgIYQ3Xvi4FR22L_rf7GEU9XcAvYe-C1.MThcqXi8xAGTXOHQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/UeN7zBXMPSAalWZQoLj_Qe1hPLJoqzcCWgIYQ3Xvi4FR22L_rf7GEU9XcAvYe-C1.MThcqXi8xAGTXOHQ
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