
CRIHB COVID-19 
Updates

April 20, 2021
Please sign-in in the Group 
Chat with your name and 

Tribe or Indian Health 
Program name







Based on self-reported data to IHS  











Janssen vaccine 
update
• Dr. Thomas Kim, Medical 

Director/Medical Epidemiologist



Federal Response
• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act

• Provides $1Billion in funding for IHS, THPs, UIOs to prepare for, respond to, and 
recover from COVID-19.  5th Round of COVID-19 funding. 
• $790M: support testing, contact tracing, containment, and mitigation of COVID-19.  This 

funding was transferred from Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund to IHS.

• $550M- IHS and THPs using existing distribution methodologies for program increases in Hospitals 
and Health Clinics, PRC, Alcohol and Substance Abuse, Mental Health, CHRs, and PHN.  THPs will 
receive one-time, non-reoccurring funding through bilateral modifications and/or ISDEAA 
amendments.  THPs are required to provide COVID-19 testing plans. 

• $50M- UIOs using existing IHCIA contracts.  One time, equal payment for each UIO and an 
additional one-time payment based on each UIO’s total number of Urban Indian Users.

• $190M- IHS will purchase COVID-19 tests, test kids, testing supplies, therapeutics, and PPE that will 
be distributed at no cost to IHS, THPs, and UIOs.

5th funding package



Federal Response
• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act

• Provides $1Billion in funding for IHS, THPs, UIOs to prepare for, respond to, and 
recover from COVID-19.  5th Round of COVID-19 funding. 
• $210M: For I/T/U to plan and prepare for COVID-19 vaccines to ensure broad-based 

distribution, access, and vaccine coverage.
• $190M- IHS and THPs using existing distribution methodologies for program increases in Hospitals 

and Health Clinics, PRC, CHRs, and PHN.  THPs will receive these one-time, non-recurring funds 
through unilateral modifications and/or ISDEAA agreement amendments.

• $10M- UIOs using existing IHCIA contracts.  One time, equal payment for each UIO and an 
additional one-time payment based on each UIO’s total number of Urban Indian Users.

• $10M- additional public health support activities, including resources for Tribal Epidemiology 
Centers, development of culturally appropriate educational materials, partnerships with national 
AIAN organizations and academic institutions, and other critical support activities

• https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2021_Letters/DTLL_DUIOLL
_01152021.pdf

• https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2021_Letters/DTLL_DUIOLL
_02022021.pdf

5th funding package

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2021_Letters/DTLL_DUIOLL_01152021.pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2021_Letters/DTLL_DUIOLL_02022021.pdf


Federal Response
• American Rescue Plan

• Provides over $4 Billion to combat COVID-19 in Indian Country 
• $600M: increase COVID-19 vaccinations in Indian Country.

• $1B: detect, diagnose, trace, monitor, and mitigate COVID-19 infections
• Increase contact tracing, drive through testing sites, purchase of PPE, medical supplies, tests, and 

therapeutics

• $2B: replace I/T/U lost revenue due to COVID-19 pandemic

• $84M: UIOs

• $140M: health IT, telehealth equipment

• $500M: support overall health care services in Indian County

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/fact-sheet-biden-
administration-invests-4-billion-in-american-rescue-plan-funding-to-combat-covid-19-in-indian-
country/

6th funding package

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/16/fact-sheet-biden-administration-invests-4-billion-in-american-rescue-plan-funding-to-combat-covid-19-in-indian-country/


Vaccine related materials



Vaccine related materials







https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-
Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t

https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t


Vaccination card holders





Upcoming CRIHB COVID-19 related 
projects

•Public Health Institute
• Expand upon existing COVID-19 related communication 

and education activities until November 2021
• Link interested Tribes and Tribal Health Programs with media 

consultants, graphic designer, and physician consultant to create 
Tribal specific materials



Upcoming CRIHB COVID-19 related 
projects

•Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board
• Collaboration between Tribal Epidemiology Centers to 

increase vaccination coverage among AIAN over 5 years
• Provide data on barriers to vaccine, hesitancy, and vaccination rates

• Identify and train community influential messengers to assist with 
education that will increase vaccination 

• Develop flu vaccination educational materials with a media 
consultant



Upcoming CRIHB COVID-19 related 
projects

•California Department of Public Health
• Increase contact tracing and case investigations activities to 

mitigate COVID-19 cases in Tribal communities for 2 years
• Provide funding to Tribal Health Programs to increase their 

capacity to conduct CT/CI activities



Next steps:

•Development of an Adult and Youth COVID Impact 
survey

•Youth community posters

•Other vaccine hesitancy material needs?



How to reach us for questions:

Clinical-related assistance:

Thomas Kim, MD, MPH

Medical Director/Epidemiologist

tkim@crihb.org

PPE-related questions:

Rosario Arreola Pro, MPH

Director, Health Systems Development

rarreolapro@crihb.org

Community or grant-related assistance:

Vanesscia Cresci, MSW, MPA

Director, Research and Public Health

vcresci@crihb.org

Epidemiologic or data-related assistance:

Aurimar Ayala, MPH

Epidemiology Manager

aayala@crihb.org

Submit CTEC TA online request: 
https://crihb.org/technical-assistance-request-form/  

mailto:tkim@crihb.org
mailto:tkim@crihb.org
mailto:vcresci@crihb.org
mailto:aayala@crihb.org


Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) 
Covid-19 Vaccine Pause and 

Thrombocytopenic Thrombosis Cases

T H O M A S J .  K I M,  M D,  M P H
H EA LT H S YS T EM S D E V ELO P MENT

C A L I FO RNI A T R I BA L E P I D EMI OLOGY C E NT ER
A P R I L 2 0 ,  2 0 2 1



Johnson & Johnson Covid-19 
Vaccine
 April 12 CDC/FDA recommended a pause

 Rare type of blood clots in six women, 
younger than age 50

 Almost 7 million doses given in US

 In March, Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
use halted in European countries due to 
similar clots >100 cases (EU +UK)

 Both vaccines use an adenovirus vector
By Artem Podrez from Pexels.com



Cerebral Venous Sinus 
Thrombosis (CVST)

 Clotting in veins in the 
brain (relatively 
uncommon)

 Additionally with low 
platelets (very rare)

 + PF4 (HIT) antibodies

 3/6 had clots in other 
areashttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Venous_Sinuses.png



What we know
 6 cases of CVST (identified through VAERS)

• Median age: 33 (18-48); all white females
• Symptom onset 1-2 weeks after vaccination: headache, focal neuro sx; encephalopathy
• Pre-existing condition: obesity (3), estrogen (1), hypothyroid (1); all neg PCR, +PF4 Ab in five
• 1 death; 3 hospitalized; 2 discharged (as of last week)

 Johnson & Johnson vaccine associated
• 6.86 million doses administered
• 0.87 cases/million doses
• Crude analysis: observed rate ratio which is 4-15x than expected

 Pfizer has no reports with 98M doses given

 Moderna has 3 reports with 85M doses given (normal platelet level)

 Therefore J&J cases are a valid signal

 Need for enhanced surveillance and case finding with VAERS



Current Status
 CVST is potentially severe and life threatening
 No proof of causality
 Exceedingly rare
 Pause due to need for case finding, treatment 

(non-heparin anticoagulation)
 Unanimous agreement to continue mRNA 

vaccines
 Demonstrates vaccine safety surveillance is 

working as designed
 Likely resumption of use with some restrictions

by CDC from Pexels.com





CRIHB COVID-19 Meeting Notes 

 

 

 

 

TRIBE AND THP 
ATTENDEES: (16 
attendees) 
1. Santa Ynez  
2. Southern Indian 

Health Council  
3. Fresno American 

Indian Health 
Project 

4. Pit River Health 
Service 

5. Quartz Valley 
Indian 
Reservation 

 
 
CRIHB STAFF 
ATTENDEES:  
 
Vanesscia Cresci 
Rosario Arreola Pro 
Dr. Thomas Kim 
Aurimar Ayala 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE: Tuesday April 20, 2021 (3:30PM-4:30PM, PST)     
HOST: CRIHB 
CRIHB staff:  
 

Meeting Recording:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/cYmaLeH_8v1uETWF7ryYBzVzslkjKcDu-
zhb18GbquZCixvPCPENiPSeBGhFQ3eU.RljadOeKH8q-MpUF Passcode: s?Sr9mV5 

 
Topics discussed 

• Current case and vaccine data  

• Janssen vaccine update  

• Funding  

• CRIHB developed materials  
 
Data Update  

• Cases in CA 3,618,695 total 

• CDC reports 6,081 cases in AIAN alone and 27,333 in AIAN in combination with other races  

• IHS has reported 210,695 vaccine doses distributed with 106,935 doses administered in CA 
 

Janssen Vaccine Update as of 4/20/21 

• Current pause on vaccine due to 6 thrombocytopenic thrombosis cases identified through 
VAERS 

• Clotting occurred in veins in the brain, exceedingly rare. Symptoms onset 1-2 weeks after 
vaccination: headache, stroke 

• J&J 6.86 million doses administered  

• No proof of causality, unanimous agreement to continue mRNA vaccines (J&J)  
 
Funding Update 
Federal response  

• Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act (5th funding package) 
o Provides $1 Billion in funding for IHS, THPS, UIOs to prepare for, respond to, and 

recover from COVID-19.  

• American Rescue Plan (6th funding package)  
o Provides over $4 Billion to combat COVID-19 in Indian Country. $600M of that to 

increase vaccinations.  
o Details TBD  

 
CRIHB Response  

• Vaccine related educational materials available on CRIHB website. 

• Posters available  

• Vaccine stickers are available 

• Podcast – Ask the Native Doctor https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-
Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t  

• Vaccination Card Holders are available to order  
 
Upcoming CRIHB Projects 

• Public Health Institute – expand upon exiting COVID-19 related communication and education 
activities until Nov. 2021. Will link interest Tribes and THPS with media consultants, graphic 
designer, and physician consultant to create Tribal specific materials  

• Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board – collaboration to increase vaccination coverage. 
Providing data on vaccine hesitation rates and developing educational materials. For all 
vaccines not just COVID-19  

• CDPH – funding to increase case investigation and contact tracing for the next 2 years.  
 
Next Steps 

• Development of an adult and youth COVID impact survey  

• Youth community posters  

• Other vaccine hesitancy materials?  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/cYmaLeH_8v1uETWF7ryYBzVzslkjKcDu-zhb18GbquZCixvPCPENiPSeBGhFQ3eU.RljadOeKH8q-MpUF
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/cYmaLeH_8v1uETWF7ryYBzVzslkjKcDu-zhb18GbquZCixvPCPENiPSeBGhFQ3eU.RljadOeKH8q-MpUF
https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t
https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t
https://anchor.fm/rphcrihborg/episodes/Ask-the-Native-Doctor-Episode-1--Dr--Antoinette-Martinez--COVID-19-Vaccines-eu066t

