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State Response
• CalOES Statewide Tribal Assistance Coordination Group (TAC-G) call:

• Friday @11:00AM, 1-888-240-2560; 282056959#

• Governor’s Tribal Advisor Tribal Leaders call:  
• W @ 5:00PM (This call is by invite only to Tribal leaders and council members)

• COVID-19 Statewide Regional/Tribal Coordination call
• M and Th @ 3:30PM, 1-888-455-0887; 3907094#

• Operational Area (OA)/Tribal Coordination call: 
• W @ 2:00PM, 1-844-291-5489; 6115888#



Public Service Announcements

• Southern California:  American Indian Media Concepts

• Eastern California:  Tazbah Chavez

• Far Northern California:  Wingspan Media

• Sonoma/Mendocino Area:  California Indian Museum and Cultural Center 
(In process)

• Central California:  TBD

CRIHB YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4YV6tGvzZupdqzHSx6WnA/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4YV6tGvzZupdqzHSx6WnA/


CDC Foundation COVID-19 Corps Staff
• The CDC Foundation has hired following positions to serve California 

Tribal communities. These are 100% remote and will work directly with 
California Tribes and Tribal/Urban Indian Health Programs.   

• Tribal Nation Epidemiologist (1)
• Inger Appanaitis, iappanaitis@cdcfoundation.org

• Tribal Nation Emergency Preparedness Planner (2)
• Isabella Kaser, ikaser@cdcfoundation.org

• Tribal Nation Public Health Disease Investigator (2)
• Annie Rivera, arivera@cdcfoundation.org

• Mwihaki Gaciri, mgaciri@cdcfoundation.org

mailto:iappanaitis@cdcfoundation.org
mailto:ikaser@cdcfoundation.org
mailto:arivera@cdcfoundation.org
mailto:mgaciri@cdcfoundation.org


How to reach us for questions:

Clinical-related assistance:

Thomas Kim, MD, MPH

Medical Director/Epidemiologist

tkim@crihb.org

PPE-related questions:

Rosario Arreola Pro, MPH

Director, Health Systems Development

rarreolapro@crihb.org

Community or grant-related assistance:

Vanesscia Cresci, MSW, MPA

Director, Research and Public Health

vcresci@crihb.org

Epidemiologic or data-related assistance:

Aurimar Ayala, MPH

Epidemiology Manager

aayala@crihb.org

Submit CTEC TA online request: 
https://crihb.org/technical-assistance-request-form/  

mailto:tkim@crihb.org
mailto:tkim@crihb.org
mailto:vcresci@crihb.org
mailto:aayala@crihb.org


Vaccine Allocation 
Framework

An ad hoc committee of the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine will be developing an 
overarching framework for vaccine allocation to assist 
policy makers for equitable allocation.

Public Listening Session

September 2 from 12-5 pm (EST)

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-02-2020/public-listening-
session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-equitable-
allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine

Written Comment Period

September 1 – 4 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/a-framework-for-
equitable-allocation-of-vaccine-for-the-novel-
coronavirus/announcement/public-comment-opportunities

https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-02-2020/public-listening-session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-equitable-allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/a-framework-for-equitable-allocation-of-vaccine-for-the-novel-coronavirus/announcement/public-comment-opportunities


Framework comments

• Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VaccineAllocation

Complete by tomorrow COB

CRIHB will submit comments by Friday, September 4th. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VaccineAllocation




https://portal.uclaextension.edu/corporate/landingPage.do?met
hod=load&corporateGroupId=741838927

https://portal.uclaextension.edu/corporate/landingPage.do?method=load&corporateGroupId=741838927


Virtual Training Academy

Train the Trainers for California Tribal 
communities

Contact: Carolyn Pumares, Indian Health Service, 
California Area Office

Carolyn.Pumares@ihs.gov

mailto:Carolyn.Pumares@ihs.gov


Tesla SGIP Equity Resiliency 
Offer

Ability to install a Powerpack
battery system at your facility 
at no cost to you, with 
standard maintenance included 
for 10 years.  You will fully own 
the system.





Selected Covid-19 Updates

T H O MA S J .  K I M ,  MD,  MP H
H EA LT H S Y S T E MS D E V E LO P ME NT

C A L I FO R N I A T R I BA L E P I D E MI O LO GY C E N T E R

A U G U S T 3 ,  2 0 2 0



Topics

 Covid-19 reinfection

 CDC guidance confusion

 Covid-19 and wildfire smoke

 PerkinElmer testing in CA



Key Take-Aways
 Reinfections point to the complexity of our immune 

system and how immunity in a population may be in 
degrees of effectiveness.

 CDC guidance walk-back on testing of asymptomatic 
close contacts is generally not recommended for Tribal 
communities, since they are a high-risk population.

 Keep in mind that exposure to wildfire smoke likely 
interacts with Covid-19 infection and possibly acquisition.  

 California State is nearly doubling testing capacity by fully 
controlling its production and distribution.



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/health/coronavirus-reinfection.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/health/coronavirus-reinfection.html


Potential Scenarios for 
Immunity after Infection
 Durable and complete immunity
• Ongoing defense against infection “once and for all”

 Losing all immunity
• All those infected would eventually lose all immunity. A 

second infection would be like having it for the first time.

 Partial immunity
• Gaining partial immunity either through infection or 

vaccine so subsequent reinfections are mild or without 
symptoms. Risk of death also drops on reinfection.  

• If this is true, then the reinfection reports make sense



Potential Scenarios for our 
Immunity
 Durable and complete immunity
• Ongoing defense against infection “once and for all”

 Losing all immunity
• All those infected would eventually lose all immunity. A 

second infection would be like having it for the first time.

• Likely a higher possibility with asymptomatic infections

 Partial immunity
• Gaining partial immunity either through infection or 

vaccine so subsequent reinfections are mild or without 
symptoms. Risk of death also drops on reinfection.  

• If this is true, then the reinfection reports make sense



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Immune_response_of_Lymphocytes.svg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Immune_response_of_Lymphocytes.svg


August 24, 2020

August 27, 2020



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html




Wildfire smoke and Covid-19

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pyrocumulus_cloud_in_the_Angeles_National_Forest_California.JPG

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pyrocumulus_cloud_in_the_Angeles_National_Forest_California.JPG


Wildfire smoke and Covid-19
 Some suggestive findings 
• Correlation between wildland smoke exposure levels and influenza 

deaths (Montana and Colorado, US) with a delayed effect1

• Areas of increased air pollution are associated with Covid-19 related 
deaths compared to areas of less air pollution (China, European and 
US studies)

• These study designs identify correlation not for causation

 Reasonable concerns for compounded effect for 
susceptibility and course of disease. 

1https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019326935#:~:text=Wildfire%20season%20for%20Montana%20(and,cases%20t
ypically%20occurring%20in%20January.
2https://https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412019326935:~:text=Wildfire%20season%20for%20Montana%20(and,cases%20typically%20occurring%20in%20January.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm


Wildfire Smoke and Covid-19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukyF2xm8cws&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukyF2xm8cws&feature=youtu.be


News:  Saliva Based Testing

https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc2016359?articleTools=true

https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMc2016359?articleTools=true


News: State’s New Testing Plan
 Production of ALL components

 150,000 more PCR tests/day 

 Advantages
• Doubling testing capacity and expanded use: 

e.g. use by schools, business, etc.

• Shorter turnaround times

• Lower costs

• Centrally coordinated distribution

• Less apt to be hindered by component shortages

 Key unknown – access and 
distribution plan https://calmatters.org/newsletters/whatmatters/2020/07/california-byd-masks-gavin-newsom/

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/08/26/governor-newsom-announces-major-plan-to-more-than-double-states-testing-capacity-reduce-turnaround-time/

https://calmatters.org/newsletters/whatmatters/2020/07/california-byd-masks-gavin-newsom/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/08/26/governor-newsom-announces-major-plan-to-more-than-double-states-testing-capacity-reduce-turnaround-time/


Key Take-Aways
 Reinfections point to the complexity of our immune 

system and how immunity in a population may be in 
degrees of effectiveness.

 CDC guidance walk-back on testing of asymptomatic 
close contacts is generally not recommended for Tribal 
communities, since they are a high-risk population.

 Keep in mind that exposure to wildfire smoke likely 
interacts with Covid-19 infection and possibly acquisition.  

 California State is nearly doubling testing capacity by fully 
controlling its production and distribution.



CRIHB COVID-19 Meeting Notes 

 TRIBE, THP, and UIHP 
ATTENDEES:  
 

1. Karuk Tribe 
2. Toiyabe Indian 

Health Project 
3. Pit River Health 

Service 
4. Southern Indian 

Health Council 
 

CRIHB STAFF 
ATTENDEES:  
 
Vanesscia Cresci, 
Rosario Arreola Pro, 
Aurimar Ayala, Dr. 
Thomas Kim 

 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE: Tuesday September 1, 2020 (3:30PM-4:30PM, PST)     
HOST: CRIHB 
 

Meeting Recording: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/EClFY4aIEVjwJzkMiqqY2hj2RyTJwt7Pe4VYIFpF4mzZ6O
A0G6H-JLXSkHWyIpY.PtdrFrdhMmOf-CLF Access Passcode: *#48+j6N 
 
Update 

 704,085 Total cases as of 08/31/2020 

 12,933 Fatalities as of 08/31/2020 

 California Tribal and Urban Health Programs have self-reported 641 positive cases to IHS 
as of 08/29/2020 

 CDC has reported 2,521 positive cases for AIAN 
 

State Response 

 CalOES Statewide Tribal Assistance Coordination Group (TAC-G) still conducting calls. 
Every other F @ 11AM (1-888-240-2560; 282056959#) 

 Governor’s Tribal Advisor Tribal Leaders call still occurring. W @ 5PM 

 Operational Area (OA)/Tribal Coordination call. W @ 2PM (1-844-291-5489; 
6115888#) 

 Regional COVID-19 Briefing calls. M and TH @ 3:30PM (888-455-0887; 3907094#) 
 
CRIHB Response Updates 

 Public service announcements are available on CRIHB YouTube channel  
 
CDC Foundation COVID-19 Corps Staff 

 CDC Foundation hired staff to work directly with California Tribes and Tribal Health 
Programs  

o Tribal Nation Epidemiologist (1): Inger Appanaitis  
o Tribal Nation Emergency Preparedness Planner (2): Isabella Kaser  
o Tribal Nation Public Health Disease Investigator (2): Annie Rivera, Mwihaki Gaciri  

 
Vaccine Allocation Framework 

 ad hoc committee to develop a framework to assist policy makers for equitable vaccine 

allocation. Public listening session (sept 2nd): https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-

02-2020/public-listening-session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-

equitable-allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine  

 Framework comments: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VaccineAllocation CRIHB will 
submit comments by Friday, September 4th  

 
California’s COVID-19 Virtual Training Academy (VTA) 

 Online courses available for contact tracing and case investigation. Enrollment ongoing: 

https://portal.uclaextension.edu/corporate/landingPage.do?method=load&corporateGroup

Id=741838927 

 Training the Trainers for California Tribal communities. Contact Carolyn Pumares, IHS CA 
area office, Carolyn.Pumares@ihs.gov if you are interested 

 
Tesla SGIP Equity Resiliency Offer 

 THP and Tribal communities can have access to a Tesla backup Powerpack at low/no cost. 
Maintenance for 10 years is included 

 
COVID-19 Updates 

 Covid-19 reinfection 
o Should not be alarmed by reinfection but still a lot of questions on what this means 

for individual and population immunity  

 CDC guidance confusion 
o CTEC recommends following the original CDC guidance to offer asymptomatic 

individuals tests 

 Covid-19 and wildfire smoke 
o Keep in mind that exposure to wildfire smoke likely interacts with Covid-19 

infection and possibly acquisition 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/EClFY4aIEVjwJzkMiqqY2hj2RyTJwt7Pe4VYIFpF4mzZ6OA0G6H-JLXSkHWyIpY.PtdrFrdhMmOf-CLF
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/EClFY4aIEVjwJzkMiqqY2hj2RyTJwt7Pe4VYIFpF4mzZ6OA0G6H-JLXSkHWyIpY.PtdrFrdhMmOf-CLF
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-02-2020/public-listening-session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-equitable-allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-02-2020/public-listening-session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-equitable-allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/09-02-2020/public-listening-session-discussion-draft-of-the-preliminary-framework-for-equitable-allocation-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VaccineAllocation
https://portal.uclaextension.edu/corporate/landingPage.do?method=load&corporateGroupId=741838927
https://portal.uclaextension.edu/corporate/landingPage.do?method=load&corporateGroupId=741838927
mailto:Carolyn.Pumares@ihs.gov


CRIHB COVID-19 Meeting Notes 

 

 

 PerkinElmer testing in CA 
o California State is nearly doubling testing capacity by fully controlling its 

production and distribution 

 Upcoming topics 
o Abbot BinaxNOW antigen test 
o New color-coded reopening tier system  

 
Questions  
Q: Comparison of convalescent plasma treatment and vaccine   
A: Convalescent plasma is based on the assumption that we do create immunity after infection. 
This method takes out blood cells, leaving the plasma to infuse into someone else. convalescent 
plasma has FDA approval as a treatment. Vaccine is different. Instead of giving someone 
antibodies; a vaccine causes someone to create their own antibodies.  

 


