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For Immediate Release    Contact: Kimberly Cummings, Communications Specialist 
June 26, 2019 (916) 929-9761 ext. 1105/kcummings@crihb.org

Forty Congressional Representatives Send Sign-On Letter to the Indian Health Service 
Requesting Answers and More Equitable Funding for Tribal Health Care Programs in CA 

Roseville, CA — Tribes, Tribal Health Programs, and the California Rural Indian Health Board, 

Inc. (CRIHB), collaborated with forty Congressional Representatives this week to fight for more 

equitable health care funding for the 723,225 American Indians and Alaska Natives (AIANs) 

who live in California. Led by Representative Ken Calvert and Representative John Garamendi, 

a sign-on letter was sent to the Principal Deputy Director of the Indian Health Service (IHS) 

outlining four critical issues re: the substantial gaps in the IHS’ ability to fund the California area 

to include: the facilities construction priority program, 105(l) lease program, joint venture 

facilities construction program, and Purchased/Referred Care (PRC) program. 

Dr. Mark LeBeau, CRIHB’s CEO, said, “I applaud the leadership our California Congressional 

Representatives have shown in supporting the sign-on letter to IHS. The IHS operates and/or 

indirectly resources hospitals, health centers, and staff living quarters in nearly every IHS service 

area, but has no such facilities in California. The California Area currently only has one 

IHS treatment center; Tribes in California have a right to equitable support and funding from the 

IHS.” 

The following forty California Representatives signed the letter requesting more equitable 

funding for the California IHS service area: Ken Calvert; John Garamendi; Doug LaMalfa; Pete 

Aguilar; Col. Paul Cook (Ret.); Raul Ruiz, M.D.; Tom McClintock; Jared Huffman; Harley 

Rouda; Norma J. Torres; Judy Chu, Ph.D.; Ted W. Lieu; Mark Takano; Mike Thompson; Tony 

Cárdenas; Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.; TJ Cox; Katie Porter; Salud Carbajal; Devin Nunes; Alan 

Lowenthal; Jimmy Gomez; Jim Costa; Zoe Lofgren; Josh Harder; Juan Vargas; Katie Hill; Doris 
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Matsui; Julia Brownley; Lucille Roybal-Allard; Jackie Speier; Scott H. Peters; Ami Bera, 

M.D.; Susan A. Davis; Mark DeSaulnier; Brad Sherman; Nanette Diaz Barragán; J. Luis 

Correa; Duncan Hunter; and Linda T. Sánchez. 

A copy of the letter is included below, beginning on page 3. 
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