Institutional Review Board (IRB)
Waiver of Authorization

Research Proposal: _____________________________________________________
Principal Researcher: ___________________________________________________

Waiver of Authorization Approved By:
 ( IRB on _______________                ( Expedited Review on ____________               
The IRB, or the Chair or his/her designee in the case of expedited review, have found that:

(1) The use or disclosure of Protected Health Information (PHI) involves no more than minimal risk to the privacy of individuals, based on the presence of the following 3 elements:

a. There is an adequate plan to protect the identifiers from improper use or disclosure;

b. There is an adequate plan to destroy the identifiers at the earliest opportunity consistent with the conduct of research, unless there is a health or research justification for retaining the identifiers or retention is required by law.

c. There are adequate written assurances that the PHI will not be re-used or disclosed to any other person or entity, except as required by law, for authorized oversight of the research project, or for other research as permitted by the HIPAA regulations.

(2) The research cannot practicably be conducted without the alteration or waiver.

(3) The research cannot practicably be conducted without access to and use of the PHI.

The PHI which has been determined to be necessary for this research by this waiver approval process is: (brief description)______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

In making this decision, the IRB has conformed to normal or expedited review procedures described in the HIPAA Privacy Rule and in our policies.
_____________________________________

    Chair of Privacy Board
