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Fire Safety in American Indian Communities

The fire fatality rate is up to 3 times higher for Native American’s than the national rate.¹   Smoke detectors have greatly reduced deaths from home fires and this is great news for children under 15 years of age, and the elderly, who are at greatest risk of deaths due to home fires.  Residential fires are the third leading cause of death for AI/AN children ages 1-4. Smoke alarms nearly double the chances of surviving a house fire, yet many reservation homes do not have enough numbers of working smoke alarms. Smoke alarms may be dismantled due to sounding false alarms and annoying residents.  False alarms occur less frequently with the more expensive alarms known as the photoelectric smoke detector.  These are the alarms you want to supply your families with.

The leading causes of house fires include: cigarette smoking, children playing with matches, unattended cooking, home heat devices and unattended candles left burning.²
Best Practice

Interventions that can greatly reduce the risk of fires:

1.  Smoke Detectors

· Install photoelectric alarms with long lasting batteries
· Check batteries often to make sure it is working
· Place the fire alarm 20 feet from any potential fire hazard
2.  Fire Extinguisher

· Fire extinguishers should be placed in areas where potential fires could occur, like the kitchen
· Make sure the extinguisher is in good working condition, don’t try to fight the fire, the purpose of the extinguisher is to give you extra time to get out
3.  Escape Plan
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Make sure your family has a mapped out escape plan    
· Have it drawn out and show all the family members and have the children practice with you
4.  Keep all matches and lighters away from 
     children 

5.  Teach Stop, Drop and Roll!
Using the Toolkit

As you go though this module you will find more information that you can provide to your tribal community.  In this section you will find a PowerPoint presentation that can be used for a wide audience about the best practices mentioned above.  You will also find an informational brochure to pass out at community events and health fairs.  It is a great idea to also get in touch with your local or Tribal fire department and invite them to your events.  Most fire departments are happy to attend and bring out the fire engine, which is a great way to teach children and get them excited about fire safety.  You will also find a host of information on the websites provided in the resource section with links to places with free fire safety materials and more.  [image: image1.png]
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