September 8, 2010
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chair

Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee

United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

As a Tribal (leader/health director/member) and as a constituent, I am writing to seek your support for the appropriation of funds to plan, design, construct and staff two Youth Regional Treatment Centers (YRTCs) in California.  I am making this request on behalf of the American Indian/Alaska Native youth in California who are in need of inpatient substance and alcohol treatment.  We seek your leadership and support in an effort to secure Federal funding to initiate and complete the next phase of construction of the California Area Indian Health Service (IHS) YRTCs in Northern and Southern California. 
As your Committee develops your FY 2012 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies appropriations bill, we urge you to provide full funding for this phase which includes $18 million for construction of an YRTC in the North and $19 million for construction of a similar center in the South.  To expedite this request, we urge you to authorize IHS to use any carry-over funds available in FY 2011 to initiate these projects in California.  We believe this could be accomplished by including a reference of this authorization into your Committee Report for FY2011.

It is important to note that of the twelve IHS Areas throughout the U.S. authorized to establish YRTCs under P.L. 102-573 Sec 704, only the California IHS Area is without such centers.  By appropriating these funds, Congress will have substantially improved this Area’s ability to treat the drug and alcohol addictions of Native American youth in California.

Sincerely,

(Name/Title)
