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Observing Child Safety Seat Use in Your Community

Here is a way to measure how well child safety seats are used in your community

I. Where and when to observe vehicles
A. Select general locations where many different Native people in your community are likely to come at one time or another. Examples of possible locations may include the post office, grocery store, intersections serving residential areas, hospitals/clinics, or government centers. You are trying to observe about 30 vehicles with children in an hour. So, if there are too few vehicles with children using those general locations in your community, then try locations where more vehicles with children are likely to travel, such as Head Start schools and childcare facilities. 
B. Select locations that ensure your safety as you observe the children in the cars and trucks. It is a good idea to stand on a raised curb near a stop sign or an exit of a parking lot. Select a clear dry day with maximum visibility.
C. Choose days and times for observation when there is peak traffic at the locations. To change use of child safety seats of special activities observe the full impact by conducting your observations before and after the activities, and do so at the same locations, days and times.
D. These observations are used to measure current child safety seat use in your targeted area and to determine how much use changed after your program or enforcement activities.  This data will help you plan your program. To collect useful data you may want to conduct these observations 4 times a year.

E. Materials to bring to the observations include: addresses of the observation sites, safety clothing to make observers more visible, clipboard, watch, cell phone, pencils and forms.
II. How to collect data on child safety seat use

A. Complete the attached Observation Form for each location.
B. Complete a separate form for each location.

C. Observe and record the following information for Child Safety Seat use on the form:

1. How many children were in the vehicle?

2. How many of those children in the vehicle were restrained in child safety seats? 

3. Were any children in seat belts (without any child safety seat)?

4. Was there any reason you could not see inside the vehicle?

D. Observe cars and trucks until data has been collected for 30 vehicles with children, or until 1 hour has passed, whichever occurs first.

E. Do not guess. Write “I do not know” if you are unsure about what you saw.
F.
Only collect data on whether the children are using child safety seats. You do not need to collect data on whether children are correctly restrained for their age and size.  

H. Use the formula to compare rates from before and after starting an intervention. Sum your totals for each column and use this formula to find usage rates. 

 Percent (%) restrained = 

      Total Restrained





                       
Total Children Observed
You can use this formula for each of the column categories. If the rates are high in the columns for ‘couldn’t observe in the vehicle’ then you could try choosing a parking lot as a location and see if people are willing to let you look inside the vehicle. [image: image1.png]
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