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Child Safety Seats on Tribal Lands

As vehicle technologies continue to develop, so do innovations with car seat technologies.  A long-standing misconception about car seat installation is the idea that “you just buckle it in and go” but alarmingly 80%-90% of the entire population has their car seats installed incorrectly¹.  This is a serious misuse rate and problems range from minor installation issues to gross misuse, such as parents letting their child use the vehicle seat belt before they are able to properly fit in it.  These problems can lead to serious injury or death.  Since motor vehicle crashes are one of leading causes of death overall² and there is a high misuse rate, this makes motor vehicle crashes the number one killer of children both nationwide and in our tribal communities, but there is hope in the prevention efforts surrounding this serious public health epidemic.

SafeKids Worldwide
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SafeKids Worldwide is an agency dedicated to spreading the word about correct car seat installation throughout the world.  In coordination with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) SafeKids has developed a certification course for Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Technicians.  Believe it or not, CPS technicians must go through a 30-40 hour training to become experts on vehicle belt systems, car seat 
restraint systems, 
and how to lock 
these two pieces 
together correctly.  
In this training 
CPS technicians 
are introduced to most of the seats on the market, they learn about federal motor vehicle safety standards for crash testing, and are trained on how to hold community events or run fitting stations that give parents, caregivers and anyone who transports children the opportunity to receive one-on-one training on how to install their child safety seat properly for every ride in the car.  

Using the Toolkit

In this section of the toolkit you will find a host of resources that will assist you in not only the basics of car seat installation, but also a tool for data collection in your local community.  Collecting local data for your tribal community is important for two reasons: 1) observations will allow you to track usage rates and identify particular problems in your tribal communities; 2) this data can be used in grant applications towards the purchase of car seats for your community.

You will also find a PowerPoint to educate your community (and yourself if you have never received a formal training), a brochure to pass out at community events, and steps on how to become a certified CPS technician.  Conducting car seat safety interventions is both fun and rewarding because you are insuring the safety of the next generations!
The tools provide the federal child safety seat guidelines; remember to look up the laws for your state.[image: image1.png]
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¹ SafeKids Worldwide: first and only national organization dedicated solely to the prevention of unintentional childhood injury, the number one killer of children ages 14 and under. www.safekids.org. Accessed online 6/9/2008.

² CDC Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS). http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars/. Aggregated 1999 – 2005 data. Accessed online 4/12/2008. 


